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wfayche they shote both strongely and surelye, not onelye fotemen,
but also horsemen.
At hande strokes they use not swordes but poll-axes, whiche be
mortal!, as wel in sharpenes, as in weyghte, both for foynes and
downe strokes. Engines for warre they devyse and invent wonders
wittelye. Whiche when they be made they kepe verye secrete,
leaste yf they shoulde be knowen before neade requyre, they should
be but laughed at and serve to no purpose. But in makynge them,
hereunto they have chiefe respect e, that they be both easy to be
caried, and handsome to be moved, and turned about.
Truce taken with their enemies for a shorte time they do so
firmelye and faythfullye keape, that they wyll not breake it: no not
though they be thereunto provoked. They doe not waste nor de-
stroye theire enemies lande with forraginges, nor they burne not up
their corne. Yea, they save it as muche as may be from being over-
runne and troden downe either with men or horses, thinkinge that it
growethe for theire owne use and profit. They hurt no man that is
unarmed, onles he be an espiall. All cities that be yelded unto them
they defende.
And suche as they wynne by force of assaulte, they neither dispoyle
nor sacke? but them that withstode and dyssauded the yeldynge up
of the same, they put to deathe, the other souldiours they punnyshe
with bondage. All the weake multitude they leave untouched. If
they knowe that annye citezeins counselled to yealde and rendre up
the citie, to them they gyve parte of the condemned mens goods.
The resydewe they distribute and give frelye amonge them, whose
helpe they had in the same warre. For none of them selfes taketh
anye portion of the praye. But when the battaile is finished and
ended, they put theire frendes to never a penny coste of al the
charges that they were at, but laye it upon theire neckes that be con-
quered. Them they burdeine with the whole charge of theire ex-
penseis, whiche they demaunde of them partelye in moneie to "be
kept for like use of battayll, and partelye in landes of greate revenues
to be payde unto them yearelye for ever.
Suche revenues they have now in manye cotmtreis. Whiche by
litle and litle rysinge of dyvers and sondry causes be increased above
vij. hundrethe thousand ducates by the yere. Thether they sende
forth some of their citezeins as lieutenauntes, to live there sumptuously
like men of honoure and renowne. And yet this not withstandinge
muche rnoneye is saved, which commeth to the commen treasory:
onles it so chaunce, that they had rather trust the countrey with
the money. Which many times they do so long, until they have
nede to occupie it.
And it seldome happeneth that thei demaund al. Of these landes
they assigne parte unto them, which at their request and exhortacioiv